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4503 Radford Avenue 
N.Hollywood,CA 91607 
October 18, 1990 

William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

The Ethyl Corporation's product HiTec 3000 will 
introduce into the atmosphere of our cities large quantities 
of manganese. I question the wisdom of approving this new 
and possibly dangerous product at this time and I urge you 
to deny Ethyl Corporation approval of HiTec 3000. 

Sincerely, 

BavYis Glascock 
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William K. Reilly 
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Reilly, 

It is my understanding that the EPA now has an 
excellent opportunity to live up to its name. 

I am in great hopes that you will be in a position 
to speak for those of us who have no real voice in the 
affairs of our government. 

The issue to which I refer is the application of 
Ethyl Corporation to use the gasoline additive it is 
calling "HiTec 3000." 

This additive is manganese-based and it is toxic. 
We do not need more toxins in the air. 

Please deny the application. 
Sincerely, 

CP^^^i. (-> °/^y^iy7cy 
Judith C. Nelson 

7690 Torrem Street 
La Mesa, California 
92042-1818 
18 October 1990 

Member: 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Wilderness Society 
Greenpeace 
Smithsonian Institution 
Environmental Defense Fund 
National Parks and Conservation Association 
National Geographic Society 
Sierra Club 
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October 17, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W. 
Washington,D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing in support of the Ethyl Corporation's HiTEC 3000 
fuel additive. 

I have read with interest the full page newspaper advertising 
of the product and contacted Ethyl for more information. My 
question is why such a product has not been used earlier, if 
indeed it is as good as Ethyl claims. 

With all of the public concern regarding the environment today 
and the need to reduce air pollution, it seems that this 
product would be a reasonable step to consider. If Canada has 
been using the product for ten years, we have had ample time 
for it to be considered. 

I hope this is not one of those issues that is being delayed 
due to a reduction of oil sales by the big companies looking 
for profits or the government concerned about less tax 
revenue. 

Please send me material which states the other side of the 
issue and let me know why approval would be denied. As a 
concerned citizen, I would be in favor of HiTEC 3000 being 
added to fuel unless you can share specific information as to 
it's danger to the populace. 

Sincerely, 

Raymond E. Preas 
1317 Careybrook Drive 
Richmond, VA 23233 

Phone 804 740-0990 

CC: Ethyl Corporation - MS Deborah Shepperson 
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October 17, 1990 

Administrator William K. Reilly , 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D C 20460 

Dear Administrator Reilly: 

We have just been alerted to the fact that the Ethyl 
Corporation wants approval of a gasoline additive called 
"HiTec 3000". We understand that this addicitve contains 
manganese, a toxic heavy metal, which if added to gasoline 
would release into the environment large amounts of 
manganese. Long-term effects on human health are not known. 

After years and years of adding lead to gas which 
contributed to the chronic lead poisoning of children and 
adults, we should not take the chance of another poisoning 
of our population. Our public health needs protection 
before, not after, the fact. 

Please do not approve this additive until and unless it 
has been proven to be entirely non-toxic. 

Thank you for considering my views. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth EMstrom Higgles 
600 North Wall Street 

Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
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THE PSYCHOLOGICAL CENTER 
34 CONNECTICUT BOULEVARD • EAST HARTFORD, CT. 06108 

DOMINIC R. MARINO, PH.D. AREA CODE 203 
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST 

TEL. 289-6715 

October 18, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

This letter is to express my strong opposition 
to the use of Hi Tec 3000 by the Ethyl Corporation. 
Please deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
its use as a gasoline additive. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

Sincerely, 

pd<* 
Dominic R. Marino, Ph.D. 

DRMrims 
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P.O. Box 225 
Seymour, CT 06483 
20 October 1990 

Administrator William K. Reilly 
Enviromental Protection AGency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washingotn, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I urge you and the EPA not to allow legislation approving Ethyl 
Corporation's gasoline additive., MHiTec 3000." Such a potential 
source of pollution to- our already endangered enviroment should 
never be permitted by our government. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

lO^kO. 
Samuel R. Peterson 
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October 20, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Administrator, 
EPA 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I strongly urge to reject Ethyl Corporation's Application 

for use of "HiTec 3000" in gasoline for the sake of our nation's 

children and their future!!!!!! 

Sincerely, 

T. L. Wagner 

Block Island, Rhode Island 
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Oct. 19, 1990 

Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Attn: Mr. William K Reilly, Administrator 

Re: Ethyl Corp. "Hi Tec 3000" 

Dear Administrator: 

I understand that the Ethyl Corporation is petitioning for the right 
to introduce a new gasoline additive called "Hi Tec 3000" which is the 
chemical methycyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl (MMT). This 
proposal alarms me because manganese is toxic at higher doses and like 
lead may prove to be detrimental to the human population after a period 
of use. 

Please reject this request by the Ethyl Corporation, as it presents 
us with health risks we cannot afford. 

Thank you for you attention in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

'£. Doughs McDowell 
13119 N.. Florida AVe. 
Tampa, Florida 33612 

(813) 935 6394 
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Anthony White 
277 West Patrick St. 

Frederick, MD 21701 
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Dennis E. Sweitzer * ^ 
Sharon B. Sweitzer 
43 S. Sixth St. 
Oxford, PA 19363 
October 19, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

As a student of mathematics and statistics, a scientifically literate citizen and 
soon to be father, I urge you to reject Ethyl Corporations application to sell 
methycyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl (MMT) as a gasoline additive. 

Sixty five years ago our ancestors allowed the use of tetraethyl lead in 
gasoline on the grounds that lead was only toxic in certain high doses. For 
fifty years, data accumulated on the low dose toxicity of lead culminating in 
the prohibition of lead additives. Now you are faced with the choice of 
allowing manganese as a gasoline additive on the grounds that it is toxic only 
in high doses, without any evidence that it is not toxic in low dose. 

We do know that manganese, at high doses, is a human neurotoxin, with 
persistent and irreversible effects on the brain. We have evidence that 
manganese may selectively affect the fetus, the young and the aged. We 
have evidence that it can alter human DNA, with the resulting potential to 
cause cancer. We do not know at what level manganese is safe. 

On the basis of their ignorance we may forgive our ancestors for poisoning 
their children with lead. You will not have that excuse if you allow our 
children to be poisoned by manganese, for in the lack of experimental data, 
you have the example of our ancestors. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis E. Sweitzer 

Sharon B. Sweitzer 
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As an environmentalist and an active member of the Environmental 

Defense Fund, I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000," a toxic manganese-based gasoline additive. 

Sincerely, 
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St. <Ma.xk i <llnLUd ^Mst/Lodiit CHurcf. 
901 Stormont Avenue 

PRINCETON, INDIANA 47670 

REV. BARBARA PLANCK 
(812) 385-3592 Church (812) 385-5425 

21 October 1990 

Dear Mr. Rei l ly : 

With the little that is known, with the lot that is unknown, and all the 
trouble we are going through with leaded gas, I am appalled that we are 
considering adding manganese to be released in unnatural amounts in our 
environment. 

I am very much opposed to allowing the Ethyl Corporation to carry out 
their plans for use of "HiTec 3000" as a gasoline additive. I strongly 
urge you to deny their request. 

sincerely, 

cbara Planck 
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October 21, 1990 

The Honorable William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 

The history of this country?s addiction to cars includes the 
battle for removal of most lead from gasoline. This was ac
complished only after prolonged debate and litigation. We 
now have the challenge of cleaning up the residues of lead 
fallout from playgrounds, roadsides and backyards in America. 
Other countries face this same challenge. 

We now have the same company which introduced lead as an 
additive touting methcyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl 
(MMT) as an additive which can reduce tailpipe emissions 
The T-thyl Company is using the same persuasive argument as 
with lead that " . . . the manganese releases to the envir
onment will be insignificant and that manganese is only 
toxic at high doses in industrial settings". 

I urge you to reject the application by the Ethyl Company 
to use MMT. 

I urge you also to suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the United States. 

Further, as Administrator of the EPA, I believe it is urgent 
that you help toward the establishment of a comprehensive 
energy plan, and support of auto fuel efficiency legislation 
as the first step toward ending our oil addiction. Our pro
blem is not imported oil, but our dependence on oil itself. 

This country has been operating without any plan to conserve 
energy. It is time for all of us to bite the bullet. 

cd(Lu^ Ot yj*j-M^ 
Laura A. Harders 
4505 152nd Lane SE, Bellevue, Wa 98006 

cc] The White House 
Senators ADams and Gorton 
Rep. Rod Chandler 
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B R E V I S 
357 B OBISPO AVENUE • LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 9 0 8 1 4 • (213) 4 3 9 - 8 6 0 3 

21 October 1990 

Administrator William K Reilly 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
401 M Street SW 
Washington DC 20460 

Re: HiTec 3000 

Dear Administrator Reilly: 

I am writing to urge that the EPA not approve Ethyl Corporation's proposed gasoline 
additive, HiTec 3000. 

HiTec 3000 contains manganese, a toxic heavy metal. Added to gas, it would be 
released into our already polluted atmosphere in huge amounts. The EPA should deny 
Ethyl Corporation's application simply on the basis that the long-term health effects of 
manganese are unknown. Logic dictates that a substance known to produce symptoms 
of Parkinson's disease at high doses should not be introduced into the atmosphere at 
large. 

Our air cannot sustain further insult. It bears as much poison as we can stand. 
Considering the danger manganese poses in and of itself, let alone in synergistic 
combination with all the other pollutants we belch into our atmosphere, the EPA 
should deny Ethyl Corporation's application for HiTec 3000. 

Very truly yours, 

?r 
Joan Hemphill 
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1810 Michigan Avenue 
Miami Beach, Fl. 33139 

Administrator William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator Reilly, 

As an environmentalist and an active member of the Environmental Defense 
Fund, I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application for "HiTec 2000", 
a toxic manganese-based gasoline additive. 

Sincerely, 
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October 23, 1990 

1716 N. Danville Street 
Arlington, VA 22201 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I recently became aware of an initiative by the Ethyl Corporation 
to obtain EPA's approval of HiTec 3000, a gasoline additive. 
Ethyl is waging a massive ad campaign touting the substance's 
safety and environmental benefits. 

In reality, HiTec 3000 contains manganese, a toxic heavy metal 
known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at high doses. 
Adding HiTec 3000 to gasoline will release into the environment 
large amounts of manganese, whose long-term effects on human 
health are unknown. 

Ethyl Corp. is the same company which championed the use of 
leaded gas beginning in the 1920's. Let's not repeat history. 
Please do not allow EPA to approve this dangerous substance for 
use. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 
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6276 Cobey Lane 
Mariposa, CA. 95338 
20 October 1990 

William K- Reilly - Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington,-, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reillys 

I urge you to deny the application of the Ethyl Corporation 
to introduce a Manganese based gasoline additive. At this time, it 
is known that Manganese, in high doses, produces symptoms of 
Parkinson's disease. The effects of long term, low dose exposure 
are not known at present. However, the use of high dosages over a 
short period are usually considered to be indicative of the results 
to be expected from long term,, low dose exposures. In the absence 
of convincing data on long term exposures^ it is better to err on 
the side of caution. The history of long term exposure to lead3 as 
a gasoline additive, provides a cautionary example. 

Sincerely, 

Richard W. Kunstman 
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October 21, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

I am writing to you today to express my outrage over the EPA's decision 
to even consider the possibility of introducing another heavy metal 
into our environment as a gasoline additive. I am speaking of the 
Ethyl Corporation of America's attempt to gain approval of "HiTec 
3000" or MMT. As you know, this additive contains manganese, which at 
high doses is a demonstrated human neurotoxin with persistent and 
irreversible pathological effects on brain structure. The results 
are severe impairments in movement and mental states in humans. 

Mr. Reilly, we do not know what the long-term chronic, low-dose 
effects of human exposure to manganese are. We do not know what a 
"safe" level of manganese exposure is, particularly for children, 
pregnant women and the elderly. 

The American public cannot afford to play Russian roulette with its 
health once again. Have we learned nothing from our disastrous 
experience with lead (another heavy metal) additives to gasoline, also 
introduced by the Ethyl Corporation? Ethyl knew of the hazardous 
potential of lead back in 1925, when 40 of its workers at its very 
first plant were struck with lead poisoning. Five men died from it. 
•But Ethyl ignored this warning, proceeded with production and millions 
of tons of lead-leaden exhaust were pumped into the environment. 

A repeat of this catastrophe is unacceptable. There's no reason to 
open our environment to another health hazard. Do you want your 
children and grandchildren ingesting lead (and manganese) from dust 
and dirt in yards and playgrounds across America (while they are 
innocently having a good time)? You know where this lead came from--
from the exhaust pipes of cars burning leaded gas over the past 65 
years. 

For our children's future, our future and in the name of common good 
sense, I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application 
for "HiTec 3000." Do not allow any manganese additives into our 
gas supply. 

A loyal American^ , ^ ^ v _ ^ ? 

If 
i 
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RACHEL MARTA GREENBERG 
1350 Commonwealth Avenue 

Allston, MA 02134 

October 19, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: Gasoline Additive HiTec 3000 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I was very concerned when I read yesterday that the Ethyl 
Corporation of America is asking the EPA to approve a gasoline 
additive called HiTec 3000. This additive contains a toxic heavy 
metal - manganese. This is not a safe additive and should not be 
added to our gasoline. 

Our world is at an environmental crossroads. Either we continue 
as we have and ultimately self-destruct, or we carefully evaluate 
each new technological breakthrough for its long-term effects 
before we put a product on the market for large scale use. 

Please do not approve HiTec 3000. The risks are too great for 
human health and environmental damage. The new auto fuels should 
be cleaner, and more efficient in burning. This is not one of 
them. 

Sincerely, 

d^€^^dUc~: 

rmg 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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Pleasant Hill Tn. 
P.O. Box 149, 38578 

Oct.22, 1990 

Administrator William K. Reilly 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I write to you as a retired physician to express my concern 
on the proposal by the Ethyl Corporation to approve use of 
"HiTec 3000" as a gasoline additive. 

HiTec 3000 contains manganese which is a heavy metal which 
if released into the environment may produce effects on human 
health. The effects of such material is not known. We only have 
to look back on the problems we had with lead poisoning 
especially with children. As a physician who dealt with those 
problems I believe this manganese product should not be used 
until proven safe! 

Respectfully, 

Frederick W. Munson M.D. 
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William Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly, 

P.63 

Dr. Mha Atma Singh Khalsa 
1536 Crest Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 

Ethyl Corporation's application to the EPA for approval of "HiTec 
3000" should be denied. This new gasoline additive, touted by 
Ethyl as "environmentally safe," contains manganese, a toxic 
heavy metal known to produce symptoms of Parkinson's disease at 
high doses. Adding "HiTec 3000" to gasoline will release into 
the environment large amounts of manganese, whose long-term 
effects on human health are unkown. 

Ethyl Corporation's last experimental exposure of the entire 
population of our nation to a toxic heavy metal began in 1925, 
when they were the first to champion the use of lead additives in 
gasoline. Leaded gas has, in the last 65 years, been a major 
contributing cause of chronic lead poisoning in millions of 
children around the world. 

Ethyl must not be allowed to conduct another such experiment as 
they reap great profits in the name of helping the environment! 
I strongly urge that you deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000." 

Most sincerely 

halsa 
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Ms. Terry Maderak 
4542 S. Spaulding 
Chicago, IL 60632 

October 19, 1990 

William K. Reilly 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

As an environmentalist and an active member of the Environmental Defense 
Fund, I strongly urge you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000", a toxic manganese-based gasoline additive. 

The Ethyl Corporation CANNOT put another toxic heavy metal additive in our 
gasoline! There is NO reason to open our environment to a new health hazard. 
We CANNOT tolerate future unknown clean-up costs when this problem is altogether 
PREVENTABLE TODAY. 

Ethyl Corporation managed to fool the public once...and the resulting damage to 
the environment and public health, much of it irreparable, is done. All we 
can say now is "Shame on them". 

BUT IF WE LET THEM DO IT AGAIN, SHAME ON US!!! 

Sincerely, 

fa 
Ms. Tdjky Maderak 
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October 21, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 'M' Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

RE: Ethyl Corporation's HiTec 3000 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I am writing you to inform you that I do not want a repeat of the 1925 
scandal, where the Ethyl Corporation introduced lead based additives for 
gasoline, poisoning millions of innocent children around the globe. The 
Ethyl Corporation, again, has plans to use the American public as guinea 
pigs for their new chemical gasoline additive, "HiTec 3000". This 
chemical additive contains the toxic heavy metal, maganese, which is 
known to cause symptoms of Parkinson's Disease at high doses. Who knows 
what the long-term effects may be on humans. I hope that you will not 
permit this potential catastrophe. 

I thank you for your anticipated immediate attention to this matter. 

Hopefully yours, 

Richard S. Casper 
Environmental Engineer 

hitec3 
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A New Idea from the Folks Who Gave Us Leaded Gas 
By EDF toxicologist Dr. Ellen K. Silbergeld, 
who was the only environmentalist to 
appear be/ore the Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) to urge rejection of an 
application to use a manganese-based 
compound as a gasoline additive. 

I n 1925, the Ethyl Corporation intro
duced its new gasoline additive, tetra

ethyl lead, as "a gift of God." It took us 
over 50 years to realize how diabolical 
this "gift" proved to be. The hard-won 

removalol most lead 
from gasoline repre
sents one of EPA's 
most significant pub
lic health achieve
ments. I am proud to 
have participated 
with EDF in that 
victory. 

Now, in 1990, 
ELLEN K. SILBERGELD Ethyl comes bearing 

yet another gift, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT), and asks 
EPA to approve it as an octane-enhancing 
gasoline additive. To this offering, EPA 
must just say "No." 

Lead poisoning is ah epidemic in the 
U.S. Even after considerable reductions 

Amazingly, in light of the history 
of leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it 
unnecessary to do anything more 
in 1990 than it did in 1925. 

have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—we are 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of lead fallout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 
soils, or its long-term fate and pathways 
of exposure to humans. 

In 1925, Ethyl argued that the amounts 
of lead to be added to gasoline were negli
gible and that lead was only toxic at the 
high doses encountered in certain in
dustrial settings. In 1990, it argues that 

k'» >: 
y, uyi' agcr ; 
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Wilh ever-increasing numbers of cars on the 
road, manganese added to gasoline would— 
like lead—accumulate in the environment 
with potentially tragic results, particularly in 
urban areas.' 

the manganese releases to the environ
ment will be insignificant and that man
ganese is only toxic at high doses in 
industrial settings. ' : 

In both cases! the critical national 
importance of accepting Ethyl's additive 
is argued. In a well-'funded ad campaign 
claiming that MMT can reduce tailpipe 
emissions, Ethyl is seeking to exploit 
public concern over! pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any, are very srhall and are over
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. | ,; , 

Amazingly, in light pf the history of 
leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do any thing more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that theuse of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra
tions over cities; and provides no data on 
the impacts of manganese additives on 
manganese' levels' in other parts of the 
environment. It, Rresehts no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga
nese toxicity fhat'rnust be filed before a 
decision that could release many thou
sands of tons of manganese to the 
environment can be approved. 

The data on manganese are relatively 
sparse compared to lead—we have not 
yet conducted a massive human experi

ment with manganese. But both what we 
know and what ive do not know about the 
likely toxic effects of adding large amounts 
of manganese to the environment must 
persuade EPA to reject this application. 

We know that manganese at high 
dose is a demonstrated human neurotoxin, 
with persistent and irreversible patho
logical effects on brain structure and 
resulting severe impairments in move
ment and mental state. We have indica
tions that manganese may also selectively 
affect the fetus, the young, and the aged. 

We do not know what the long-term 
chronic, low-dose effects of human expo
sure to manganese are. We do not know 
what a "safe" level of manganese expo
sure is, particularly for the young or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. We do 
not know if manganese is carcinogenic, 
although there is evidence that it can 
break DNA, which may indicate cancer-
causing potential. 

But from our tragic experience with 
lead, we know a great deal about the 
likely cumulative effects of such a use 
upon human exposure. We know that 
the gradual contamination of the environ
ment by manganese will not be readily 
reversed. We know that manganese will 

Society cannot afford to repeat 
the public health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead 
in gasoline. 

accumulate in many places—particularly 
in urban dusts and soils—that are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lessons of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catastrophe associated 
with the useof lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the 
United States. 

EDF MEMBER ACTION ALERT 
Concerned members can help by writing to 
EPA Administrator William K. Reilly 
(Washington, DC 20460) urging him to 
reject Ethyl's application to use MMT. 



P.72 

-^ggD ,r Muurbefr M^ Kathleen Rahmoun 
1334 W Columbia Ave 
CHICAGO IL 60626-4326 

Membership No: 04651069 
ABFN4A 

Ms. Rahmoun: 
I am inviting you - as one of a select group of EDF's most active members"^" 

sign ouN^Open Letter to the EPA" . . . urging that EPA deny the EthyljSorporation's 
applicatioiNbr "HiTec 3000," a toxic manganese-based gasoline adc 

I need t(receive your answer by October 29 to meet̂  
respond immediatel) 

re advertising deadline. Pleasi 

• YES, Fred, I accept your invj.tatiorT'tQsign on to EDF's Open Letter advertisement 
protesting Ethyl Corpoiaction's "HiTec3*90iT proposal, which would release large 
quantities of manganese'into the environment 

I am enclosing the/following tax-deductible gift to suppor44he cost ofthe ad as well 
as EDF's scientific work on this critical manganese campaigning other efforts to 
protect the environment: 

• S100 D S50 * • S35 • S20 

"A gift at this level or higher will move your name to a more prominent position in 
ujad under the banner "Member Leadership Committee on Manganese." 

)ur name will appear as follows: 
' [make any corrections needed) 

Mfc'Kathleen Rahmoun 

The ad wiLTinclude the Open Letter (below), the names of all particjptffing members, 
added technical information on the issue - see the other side of thj^page for an advance 

DF LETTER column on. Ethyl Corporation's proposal. 

(This advertisement paid for by the undersigned 
members of the Environmental Defense Fund) 

OPEN LETTER TQwWILLIAjyTK. REILLY 
ADMINISTRATOR, UNITED STATES EWRQWvIENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Dear Administrator Reilly, 

As an environmentalist aufT an active membeN^f the Environmental 
Defense Fund, I strongly urge'you to deny Ethyl Corporation's application for 
"HiTec 3000," a toxic m^rfganese-based gasoline additive. 

Sincerely, 

The Undersigned Members ofthe 
Environmental Defense Fund 

, • y l would prefer not to sign on to this advertisement but I would like to makejhe> 
jlowing tax-deductible gift in support of EDF's efforts: 

— T 

A copy of the last financial report filed with the Department of State may be obtained by writing to: New York State 
Department of Charities Registration, Albany, NY 12231, or to EDF, 257 Park Avenue South, New York, NY 10010. 
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October 19, 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Sir: 

Rather than write you a long letter, I hope you will take a 
moment to read the enclosed article concerning Ethyl 
Corporation's gas additive product, MMT (or Hi-Tec 3000). 

In my opinion, Ethyl's public relations campaign to dupe the 
public and policymakers about this product is criminal. 

Please, when you consider this issue, place the health of 
Americans and the integrity of our environment above 
corporate profits. 

I urge you to deny Ethyl's application for the Hi-Tec 3000 
additive. 

Bruce Thomas 
5 Banyan Ct. 
St. Peters, M0 63376 
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A New Idea from the Folks Who Gave Us Leaded Gas 
By EDF toxicologist Dr. Ellen K. Silbergeld, 
who was the only environmentalist to 
appear before the Environmental Protec
tion Agency (EPA) to urge rejection of an 
application to use a manganese-based 
compound as a gasoline additive. 

I n 1925, the Ethyl Corporation intro
duced its new gasoline additive, tetra

ethyl lead, as "a gift of God." It took us 
over 50 years to realize how diabolical 
this "gift" proved to be. The hard-won 

removal oi most lead 
from gasoline repre
sents one of EPA's 
most significant pub
lic health achieve
ments. I am proud to 
have participated 
with EDF in that 
victory. 

Now, in 1990, 
ELLEN K. SILBERGELD Ethyl comes bearing 

yet another gift, methycyclopentadienyl 
manganese tricarbonyl (MMT), and asks 
EPA to approve it as an octane-enhancing 
gasoline additive. To this offering, EPA 
must just say "No." 

Lead poisoning is an epidemic in the 
U.S. Even after considerable reductions 

Amazingly, in light of the history 
of leaded gasoline, Ethyl finds it 
unnecessary to do anything more 
in 1990 than it did in 1925. 

have been imposed on the use of lead in 
gasoline—only after prolonged debate 
and litigation, it should be noted—weare 
just now confronting the extraordinarily 
difficult challenge of cleaning up the 
residues of lead fallout from playgrounds, 
roadsides, and backyards in America. 

The parallels between Ethyl's 1990 
proposal to use manganese and its 1925 
lead proposal are chilling. The exclusive 
justification for each additive is its 
purported effect on emissions of hydro
carbons and nitrous oxides from cars. No 
data were or are given on the potential 
cumulative health effects of massive 
inputs of a toxic metal into the environ
ment, its deposition on surface dusts and 
soils, or its long-term fate and pathways 
of exposure to humans. 

In 1925, Ethyl argued that the amounts 
of lead to be added to gasoline were negli
gible and that lead was only toxic at the 
high doses encountered in certain in
dustrial settings. In 1990, it argues that 

li,̂  

With ever increasing numbers of cars on the 
road, manganese added to gasoline would— 
like lead—accumulate in the environment 
with potentially tragic results, particularly in 
urban areas. 

the manganese releases to the environ
ment will be insignificant and that man
ganese is only toxic at high doses in 
industrial settings/ 

In both cases, the critical national 
importance of accepting Ethyl's additive 
is argued. In a well-funded ad campaign 
claiming that MMT can reduce tailpipe 
emissions, Ethy} is seeking to exploit 
public concern over pollutants in global 
and local air. The purported reductions, 
if any, are very small and are over
whelmed by the health costs of exposure 
to manganese. 

Amazingly, in light of the history of 
leaded gasoline. Ethyl finds it unnecessary 
to do anything more in 1990 than it did in 
1925. Ignoring contrary evidence, it 
selectively cites bits of data to support its 
contention that the use of MMT will not 
increase airborne manganese concentra
tions over cities, and provides no data on 
the impacts pf manganese additives on 
manganese levels in other parts of the 
environment. It presents no in-depth 
review of the health effects of manganese, 
nor—more important—any discussion 
of critical gaps in the data about manga
nese toxicity that must be filled before a 
decision that could release many thou
sands of tons of manganese to the 
environment can be approved. 

The data on manganese are relatively 
sparse compared to lead—we have not 
yet conducted a massive human experi

ment with manganese. But both what we 
know and what we do not know about the 
likely toxic effects of addinglarge amounts 
of manganese to the environment must 
persuade EPA to reject this application. 

We know that manganese at high 
dose is a demonstrated human neurotoxin, 
with persistent and irreversible patho
logical effects on brain structure and 
resulting severe impairments in move
ment and mental state. We have indica
tions that manganese may also selectively 
affect the fetus, the young, and the aged. 

We do not know what the long-term 
chronic, low-dose effects of human expo
sure to manganese are. We do not know 
what a "safe" level of manganese expo
sure is, particularly for the young or the 
aged who may be at increased risk. We do 
not know if manganese is carcinogenic, 
although there is evidence that it can 
break DNA, which may indicate cancer-
causing potential. 

But from our tragic experience with 
lead, we know a great deal about the 
likely cumulative effects of such a use 
upon human exposure. We know that 
thegradual contamination of the environ
ment by manganese will not be readily 
reversed. We know that manganese will 

Society cannot afford to repeat 
the puhlic health catastrophe 
associated with the use of lead 
in gasoline. 

accumulate in many places—particularly 
in urban dusts and soils—that are subject 
to intensive human interaction and that 
will be sources of direct human exposure 
to manganese. 

We rarely have an opportunity to 
apply the clear lessons of 50 years of 
very similar experience. To disregard 
these lessons by approving the widespread 
and inevitably dispersive use of man
ganese would be to invite repetition of 
the public health catastrophe associated 
with the use of lead as a gasoline additive 
since 1925. Society cannot afford such a 
repetition. EDF is urging EPA to reject 
this new application and immediately 
suspend all currently permitted use of 
manganese as a gasoline additive in the 
United States. 

EDF MEMBER ACTION ALERT 
Concerned members can help by writing to 
EPA Administrator William K. Reilly 
(Washington, DC 20460) urging him to 
reject Ethyl's application to use MMT. 
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ADDISON M. PARKER 
1 6 0 0 HUB TOWER 

6 9 9 WALNUT STREET 
DES MOINES, IOWA 50309 

October 19/ 1990 

Mr. William K. Reilly 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20460 

Re: Manganese Additive to Gasoline 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

Ethyl Corporation/ I understand/ seeks EPA's 
permission to add MMT, a manganese derivative, to gasoline 
as an asse'rted anti-pollutant. In fact, the 
anti-pollutant effect of MMT on tailpipe emissions is 
negligible. On the other hand, manganese is a neurotoxin, 
at least at high doses, particularly may affect the 
elderly, the very young and the fetus/ and may severely 
impair mind and movement. 

Although lead was a known poison/ long-time exposures 
to tetraethyl lead in very small quantities were/ 
doubtless, thought harmless. We have virtually stopped 
those exposures because experience taught the contrary. 

Just as was the case with tetraethyl lead when 
introduced* we now have no knowledge of the long-time 
effects of exposure to small amounts of the manganese 
compound. For that very reason, we should apply the 
lesson learned with tetraethyl lead and not permit the 
risk to the public from a derivative of a heavy metal 
known to be dangerous. 

Very truly yours/ 

Addison M. Parker 

AMP:caa 
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42 May Street 
Rochester, NY 14620 

October 26, 1990 

William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Mr, Reilly: 

I understand that Ethyl Corporation has applied to have 
methylcyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonylKMMT) approved as a 
gasoline additive. I hope that you will reject this application. 

We don't know enough yet about the long-term effects of MMT. 
We do know that manganese is a neurotoxin in large doses. MMT should 
not be approved until there is clear scientific evidence that it is safe. The 
claimed benefits of MMT are far too small to outweigh the potential 
health hazards. 

It is indeed ironic that Ethyl Corporation, the same company that 
introduced the now-discredited lead additives, is applying to use MMT. 
Considering their track record with lead, and their claims that lead was 
not harmful, we should be doubly suspicious of the MMT application. 

Please reject the application to use MMT as a gasoline additive 
until such time as there is conclusive evidence that MMT is safe. 

Peter Colling' 
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Practice Limited To: 
Neuromusculoskeletal Disorders 
Joint Dysfunctions 
Pain Syndromes 

Dr. Maurice J. Cyr 
Chiropractic Physician 

Physical Rehabilitation and Health Center 
245 Stratton Road 

Rutland, Vermont 05701-4621 
802-775-6961 

October 23, 1990 

Member: 

International Chiropractors Association 
American Chiropractic Association 
Vermont Chiropractic Association 
Parker Chiropractic Research Foundation 

William K. Reilly, Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Mr. Reilly: 

I see that the Ethyl Corporation is running full page ads in major 
newspapers in an attempt to convince the Environmental Protection Agency 
to approve its gasoline additive "HiTec 3000". 

The hazardous effects of leaded gasoline are well known, are not 
easily reversible, and most of this contamination came from automotive 
exhaust. 

Please deny Ethyl Corporation's attempt to market "HiTec 3000". 

Sincerely, -

r, D.C. 

MJC:jm 
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